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A native language, also known as a first language or mother tongue, is the
language a person is exposed to from birth or during early childhood. Learning
one's native language greatly supports the acquisition of a second language.
Furthermore, students who continue to develop their native language skills tend to
achieve higher academic success in later years. Speaking multiple languages offers
many advantages. Those who understand cultural differences have an easier time
in our society. Native language and culture lessons (HSK) teach your child the
language and culture of their home country. Children explore history, geography,
civics, food, festivals, and customs. Highly qualified HSK teachers lead the
courses with great dedication. The lessons follow the curricula and guidelines of
the respective countries. Native language and culture instruction is available in
approximately 40 languages in Basel-Stadt. The lessons are offered weekly in state
schools and consist of two or three sessions. Children attend a session as close as
possible to their homes. The lessons take place outside of normal school hours,
such as on Wednesday afternoons when there is no school or on Saturday
mornings. In HSK classes, children and teenagers from different schools but the
same grade level are taught together. In some classes, younger and older children
also learn together. Depending on the language, your child can attend classes as
early as kindergarten; some courses begin in the first year of primary school. Your
child can usually attend HSK classes until the end of their schooling. HSK
instruction is an important component in the language development of bilingual
and multilingual students and makes a significant contribution to their integration.
By engaging with cultural and social issues or exploring specific topics related to
nature, humanity, and society, as outlined in the mandatory HSK curriculum
framework, students become aware of both the differences and similarities
compared to Switzerland and reflect on their own actions and thoughts. This
engagement strengthens children's transnational and bicultural identities and
increases their chances of successful integration. More detailed information can be
found at https://www.bs.ch/ed/volksschulen/hsk.
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Dear Readers,

A native language, also known as a first language or mother tongue, is the language a
person is exposed to from birth or during early childhood. It is often referred to as the
primary language a person has been exposed to from birth and acquires in early
childhood. Learning one's native language greatly supports the acquisition of a second
language. Furthermore, students who continue to develop their native language skills
tend to achieve higher academic success in later years.

Speaking multiple languages offers many advantages. Those who understand cultural
differences have an easier time in our society. Native language and culture lessons
(HSK) teach your child the language and culture of their home country. These lessons
are offered by private organizations.

In lessons, children deepen their knowledge of their first language, focusing on
speaking, listening, reading, and writing. At the same time, they learn to navigate
different cultures confidently and respect diverse values and norms. Children explore
history, geography, civics, food, festivals, and customs. Highly qualified HSK teachers
lead the courses with great dedication. The lessons follow the curricula and guidelines
of the respective countries.

Voluntary instruction in native language and culture teaches your child the language
and culture of their home country. Native language and culture instruction is available
in approximately 40 languages in Basel-Stadt. HSK lessons are offered in the following
languages:

Albanian French Romanian
Arabic Georgian Russian
Armenian Greek Serbian
Bosnian Hungarian Slovenian
Brazilian Portuguese Italian Spanish
Bulgarian Japanese Swedish
Chinese Korean Taiwanese
Cigelamaria Kurdish Tamil
Croatian Latvian Telugu
Czech Macedonian Tibetan
Dutch Marathi Tigrinya
English Polish Turkish
Farsi Portuguese Ukrainian
Finnish
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The lessons are offered weekly in state schools and consist of two or three sessions.
Children attend a session as close as possible to their homes. The lessons take place
outside of normal school hours, such as on Wednesday afternoons when there is no
school or on Saturday mornings.

In HSK classes, children and teenagers from different schools but the same grade level
are taught together. In some classes, younger and older children also learn together.
Depending on the language, your child can attend classes as early as kindergarten; some
courses begin in the first year of primary school. Your child can usually attend HSK
classes until the end of their schooling.

HSK lessons are offered by embassies, consulates, and private organizations, which are
often associations. Here you will also find all available courses, registration forms,
contact persons, and flyers in various languages: https://www.bs.ch/ed/volksschulen/hsk

HSK instruction is an important component in the language development of bilingual
and multilingual students and makes a significant contribution to their integration. By
engaging with cultural and social issues or exploring specific topics related to nature,
humanity, and society, as outlined in the mandatory HSK curriculum framework,
students become aware of both the differences and similarities compared to Switzerland
and reflect on their own actions and thoughts. This engagement strengthens children's
transnational and bicultural identities and increases their chances of successful
integration.

In HSK lessons, children and young people from different schools who speak the
respective languages are brought together and taught either within their own grade level
or across grade levels. The goals of HSK lessons have changed over the years.
Previously, the aim was to prepare students as well as possible for reintegration in their
country of origin. Today, it is assumed that the vast majority of students attending HSK
classes will remain in Switzerland. The following objectives apply to HSK lessons:

Promoting the Heritage Language

Research suggests that strong first-language skills positively influence second-language
acquisition. Here, HSK instruction can make a significant contribution. Students often
have only oral proficiency in their heritage language. The goal of HSK instruction is
also to promote literacy skills. This includes introducing language-specific graphemes,
engaging with literature, and developing grammatical proficiency.

Interlinking of the First and Second Languages

Students attending HSK classes are generally multilingual. This should be repeatedly
addressed through language comparisons and recognized as an important resource.

Knowledge of the Country of Origin

In HSK lessons, students are taught about the culture, history, and geography of their
country of origin, as well as about country-specific festivals and games, so that they can
find their way around during a stay there (or a possible return).
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Integration into the Society and School System of the Immigration Country

Because most students who attend HSK classes will no longer emigrate, HSK classes
provide a space to reflect on the opportunities and challenges of integration into the
school system and society of the immigration country. HSK lessons fulfill an important
function here.

HSK instruction is a recognized extracurricular offering in the two Basel cantons,
provided by over 40 organizations. It is used by approximately 2,300 students in Basel-
Stadt and approximately 1,600 students in Basel-Landschaft, and is taught by a total of
around 280 teachers. The curriculum content is governed by the guidelines of the HSK
framework curriculum, as well as the curricula and guidelines of the respective states.
More detailed information can be found at www.bs.ch/hsk.

Sincerely,

Prof. Asim Arn
Editor in Chief
International Journal of Instruction

Email: asimari64@gmail.com

Website: www.e-iji.net

REFERENCES

Ari, A. (2026). Cultural activities: Importance of extracurricular learning in Switzerland

Basel  schools.  International — Journal — of  Instruction, 19Q2), i-v.
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2026.1920a

Ari, A. (2026). Enhancing teacher quality with Switzerland Basel teacher continuing
education. International Journal of Instruction, 19(1), i-v.
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2026.1910a

Ari, A. (2025). Basel private schools in Switzerland offer attractive and alternative
educational opportunities. International Journal of Instruction, 18(4), i-v.
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2025.1840a

Ari, A. (2025). Every child succeeds: Special education for special children in Basel,
Switzerland. International Journal of Instruction, 18(3), i-vi.
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2025.1830a

Ari, A. (2025). Never stop learning: Invest in your future and open new doors to life
with Switzerland Basel continuing education. International Journal of Instruction,
18(2), i-vii. https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2025.1810a

Ari, A. (2025). Training teachers who shape the future: Teacher education in
Switzerland. International Journal of Instruction, 18(1), 1-Vii.
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2025.1810a

International Journal of Instruction, July 2026e Vol.19, No.3


http://www.bs.ch/hsk
http://www.e-iji.net/
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2026.1920a
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2026.1910a
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2025.1840a
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2025.1830a
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2025.1810a
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2025.1810a

Art %

Ari, A. (2024). With the professional baccalaureate, the ideal route to university of
applied sciences in Basel, Switzerland. International Journal of Instruction, 17(3), i-v.
https://doi.org/10.29333/1ji.2024.1730a

Ari, A. (2024). Professional career with a future, Switzerland Basel basic vocational
education and vocational schools. International Journal of Instruction, 17(2), i-v.
https://doi.org/10.29333/1ji.2024.1720a

Ari, A. (2023). Secondary education in Basel, Switzerland: Equipping youth for
university ~ success.  International  Journal of  Instruction, 16(4), i-iv.
https://doi.org/10.29333/1ji.2023.1640a

Ari, A. (2023). Planning the future with the right career choice at Basel secondary
schools in Switzerland. [International Journal of Instruction, 16(3), i-v.
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2023.1630a

Ari, A. (2023). Getting a good start to school life, Basel primary schools in Switzerland.
International Journal of Instruction, 16(2), i-v. https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2023.1620a

Ari, A. (2023). A good start in education, Switzerland Basel Kindergartens.
International Journal of Instruction, 16(1), i-vi. https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2023.1610a

Ari, A. (2022). One of the best research universities in the world the University of
Basel. International Journal of Instruction, 15(4), i-iv.
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2022.1540a

Ari, A. & Felder, F. (2022). Federal education and Switzerland. International Journal of
Instruction, 15(1), i-iv. https://doi.org/10.29333/1ji.2022.1510a

Ari, A. & Schmitt, N. (2021). Democracy education in Switzerland, known for its
strong democracy: From the Editor. International Journal of Instruction, 14(3), i-iv.
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2021.1430a

Ari, A. & Stockli, A. (2021). Switzerland case as an example of success in multicultural
education: From the Editor. International Journal of Instruction, 14(2), i-iii.
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2021.1420a.

Ari, A. & Thiriet, S. (2022). Switzerland Basel-Stadt schools where every student is

valuable. International Journal of Instruction, 15(3), i-1il.
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2022.1530a

Basel Erziehungsdepartement (2026a). Unterricht in Heimatlicher Sprache und Kultur
(HSK). Retrieved from: https://www.bs.ch/ed/volksschulen/hsk (Retrieved June 23,
2026)

Basel Erziehungsdepartement (2026b). Leitfaden Zusammenarbeit. Retrieved from:
https://media.bs.ch/original file/9ddS5c1422e346a48f4762684c4914f4e947¢7{86/1eitfad
en-hsk-2025.pdf (Retrieved June 23, 2026)

International Journal of Instruction, July 2026e Vol.19, No.3


https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2024.1730a
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2024.1720a
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2023.1640a
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2023.1630a
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2023.1620a
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2023.1610a
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2022.1540a
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2022.1510a
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2021.1430a
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2021.1420a
https://doi.org/10.29333/iji.2022.1530a
https://www.bs.ch/ed/volksschulen/hsk
https://media.bs.ch/original_file/9dd5c1422e346a48f4762684c4914f4e947c7f86/leitfaden-hsk-2025.pdf
https://media.bs.ch/original_file/9dd5c1422e346a48f4762684c4914f4e947c7f86/leitfaden-hsk-2025.pdf

